conferen ce, Disasters: Recipes and Rem edies, w h ich to o k place a t th e New School in N ovem ber 2007. We chose "D isasters" as o u r topic for a n u m b e r o f com pelling reasons. First, th e re is clear evidence th a t disas ters o f m an y d ifferen t k in d s are becom ing m ore fre q u e n t a n d th e ir effects increasingly far-reaching as a re su lt o f grow ing globalization. In
addition, as w e all know , one o f th e dangerous effects o f global w arm in g is an increase in th e n u m b e r an d m ag n itu d e o f n a tu ra l disasters.
This m akes it im p o rta n t for us to look a t th ese events to learn w h a t we can from th em .
A th ird reason for choosing "D isasters" as o u r topic is th a t disas ters, w h ich grab m edia a tte n tio n w h e n th ey happen, are often quickly fo rg o tten and disappear from th e m edia long before th e ir consequences have b een ad eq u ately d ea lt w ith an d w ell before w e have b ee n able to le a rn as m u ch as we ca n fro m th em . A case in p o in t is H urricane K atrina, w hich th e m edia n ow rarely discusses an d received n o t even a m en tio n in P resident Bush's last State o f th e U nion address. The papers in th is issue m ake it painfully clear th a t m ore a tte n tio n m u st be paid.
The co n feren ce, as th is issue illu stra te s, lo o k ed a t concerns su rro u n d in g p reparedness a n d responsiveness to hurricanes an d tsu n a m is as w ell as pandem ics a n d b io terro rist attacks, all o f w hich surely qualify as disasters. It ex a m in e d th e im p o rta n t public issues raised by disasters, such as th e equitable d istrib u tio n o f resources a n d w h a t often seem to be th e inevitable inequalities o f b o th th e p rotection an d E d ito r's In tro d u c tio n ix tre a tm e n t o f populations w ith h e a lth or econom ic vulnerabilities. (The p o o r-a codew ord in this co u n try for im m ig ran t an d African-American po p u latio n s-are always likely to suffer th e most.) One needs to look no fu rth e r th a n K atrina for th e m ost re cen t p ainful exam ple o f this in th e U nited States. It is th e poor, w h e th e r o n th e G ulf coast or in Aceh, Indonesia, w ho have b ee n th e m o st seriously affected by th e re c e n t n atu ra l disasters, an d it is th e poor w ho w ill be m ost vulnerable to th e effects o f any pandem ic.
The con ference also explored th e com m onalities shared by all disasters-those th a t are conventionally considered "n atu ral," such as h urricanes an d tsunam is, a n d those th a t m ay be considered m an-m ade like pandem ics an d large scale b io terro rist attacks. W e recognize th a t th e te rm "disaster" itself is a fuzzy one an d th e ways in w hich w e th in k ab o u t disasters are th e subject o f th e first section o f this issue.
We asked th e conference participants w ho are n ow th e authors o f th is issue a series o f questions. We asked th e m w h a t w e know about w h a t m akes us pay a tte n tio n to disaster w arnings o r ignore th em . We asked w h a t are th e m ost effective ways to com m unicate w ith th e public once a disaster occurs or is ab o u t to. W h at m akes us m ore o r less vulner able to disasters a n d how can w e p ro te c t th e m o st v ulnerable? W ho is responsible for p re p ara tio n a n d w ho is responsible for responding, b o th in th e sh o rt an d long term ?
The readers o f this issue are bound to com e aw ay n o t only w ith a m u c h sh arp er sense o f th e e x te n t to w h ich it is th e poor a n d th e already suffering w ho are doom ed to be th e m ost severely affected by any disaster, b u t also o f h o w m u ch needs to be done if w e are to b e tte r p ro tec t ourselves from w h a t are likely to be an increasing n u m b er o f catastro p h ic events b o th m an-m ade an d n atu ral, a d istin ctio n th a t is becom ing increasingly difficult to m ake. 
